Helpful Hints from Sheila Scott, Instructor- MCAF

· Energy- you need to come into your classroom every day with energy and enthusiasm

· Confidence- in the beginning you might have to “fake it”, but you need to show that you are confident in your role as teacher.

· Preparation- make sure you know what you are doing and over plan!

· Think on your feet- when asked a question- take a breath, think logically, use your education and your knowledge (BUY yourself a good grammar book (e.g., Azar) and learn the grammar explanations that you know intuitively!)

· Repetition- repeat, repeat, repeat- over learning is necessary- exaggerate sounds, rhythm and stress

· Unless you are 100% sure that the rule applies 100% of the time, never say “yes, this rule always applies” (if you say that you are guaranteed that they will find an exception)

· Keep it Simple- one thing at a time!

· Use your board- don’t just say it, write it!

· Realize that they are coming from different cultures and they may be experiencing culture shock. Be ready and open to learn from your students. 

· Take charge- you are the teacher, don’t be wishy-washy

· Respect one another- you may come from different backgrounds, but they still need to respect one another and you need to model RESPECT.

More helpful hints and ideas from Peggy MacIntosh, Instructor- MCAF

· Make them feel welcome

· Create a family/team environment in your classroom

· Use laughter- be able to laugh at yourself, tell corny jokes, use puns and idioms

· Get them talking- work on pronunciation (Resource suggestion- Pronounce it Perfectly in English” 2nd edition by Jean Yates, Barron’s Educational Series)

· Tie in reading to their interest areas, their reading level and what is going on in the world (Penguin Readers are great!)

· They need lots of direction and modeling with writing

· You are the facilitator- you already know how to speak English, give them the opportunity to practice speaking. 

· Be Silly- don’t be afraid to use humour, to be dramatic, to use games and to have fun with learning English

· Grab those teachable moments

· Encourage learning outside the classroom (Encourage them to be “eavesdroppers” so they can pick up new expressions and idioms)

· Use music and YouTube

· Play games- card games, truth or lie, Malarkey, Would you rather, UNO and other card games

· Use role-play- Oprah show, speed-“dating”, shopping, parent-teacher interviews, ordering pizza, conversation cards/Table Talk (pick a card and have an impromptu conversation about the topic on the card), Survey classmates about different topics

· Bring in authentic documents- newspapers, brochures, information about events around town, flyers

· “English is like people: some break the rules, but most follow them!”

